there were its own order, the system of influence and power, a specific logic of relationships and connections.
Markets have become an integral and extremely important part of the process of the collapse of the socialist model of society and ensuing global transformations. They occur over a vast area from China to Poland and Germany.
Coupled with the huge scale and meaningful "shuttle trading", they formed a new phenomenon in the economic, social, political and cultural life.
The hypothesis of this paper is that these were vestiges of oriental bazaars and fairs, which survived the Soviet system. These were the relics of traditional markets in general. These were not even the Soviet "kolkhoz" and flea Markets became a mechanism of economic survival for the vast number of people who had lost their former status and sources of income.
Commerce for many and perhaps most of them was at first a way of making a living, rather than the mechanism of obtaining profits. For the most adventurous, energetic, motivated and successful part of them these markets became a launching pad for doing business, being entrepreneurs in the full sense of the word.
In addition, the markets gained other functions critical to society. They became for a while a key element of the supply mechanism in the complete collapse of the socialist distribution system, having become a vitally important institution for the low-income strata of the society.
Fairly quickly the markets became certain logistic nodes of the new trading system, and almost immediately they became trans-regional and cross-border. As initial and final points of shuttle trading system, as places for forming and terminating trade flows, these markets were integrated into the global system of relationships, not only trading ones, but also socio-cultural. You can learn everything about the Indians in this country in fifteen minutes" (Dotson, Dotson, 1968, 273) .
Political turmoil and social upheavals overshadowed this problem as a minor one in the minds of common people and in the views of researchers. Perhaps it is also the result of lack of interest of foreign scientists, as they literally drew up an agenda at the time of the research, so we can say they set the fashion.
The task of the study is complicated by the fact that the market is a very complex, dynamic and virtually nontransparent institution, system of connections and relationships. But this unapprehensiveness makes the problem extremely important and fascinating at the same time. The market is not just a place to trade; it is much more than an economic entity. Russian markets of the post-Soviet era are a phenomenon which is at the crossroads of several major social phenomena, and research problems respectively.
Each of these problems requires special attention to research and the attention of representatives of the various sciences. Experience has shown that scientists find it difficult to interact, as it is hard to elaborate the conceptual and terminological notions, to translate from one scientific language into another. Possibly study of post-Soviet markets could make scientists find a kind of common language.
Historical predecessors and historiographical tradition
In a sense, the bazaar has always existed, it used to be and play an important role in any more or less organized and complex society. (Braudel, 1988) and C. Geertz (Geertz, 2004) .
"Kolkhoz markets" and "flea markets"
of Soviet times are the direct historical predecessors of the post-Soviet markets.
Partly they are also genetic ancestors, as these kolkhoz markets served as platforms from which they began to develop; the main thing is that kolkhoz markets were a carrier of ideas and the market relations in officially non-market society. Certainly, the bazaar is not the market, but the bazaar inevitably has an element of the market. It is crucial that the "kolkhoz markets"
and "flea markets" were not very loved and respected in the socialist society, but they were quite legal. At the same time they served legal protection "clout" for illegal and severely punishable "speculators", "shadow businesses", "spiv" (Romanov, Suvorova, 2003) and other representatives of the illegal business.
The markets were an integral and very important part of the real socialist relations. They were a serious and ineradicable institute of Soviet socialist system despite its dubious ideological nature. Without their study our understanding of the socialist era will not be complete and adequate.
According to the official rules, the markets were the place of the primitive exchange, purchase and sale of personal belongings, sites for selling surplus from kolkhozs' gardens, an essential means of support for urban residents. Actually, the set of functions was immeasurably richer. The market was a place of the legitimate sharing and bargaining; an exchange channel and a sustaining mechanism for the urban and rural livelihoods; a ground for forming and functioning of the market mechanism for inter-regional exchange; a terminal of "shadow economy"; an embryo of "ethnic economy".
With the collapse of the socialist system of relations, including the public distribution system, markets became a main mechanism for the supply The aforesaid facts prove the huge role of the phenomenon. It is striking in this case that it is almost not studied and was not even described in the past. In practice, this is historiographical "blank space". I know only a few works on this subject, but they are devoted mainly to the transition period of the 1990s (Il'ina, Il'in, 1998; Il'ina, Il'in, 2001; Titov, 1999) . They give a snapshot of the situation of not late Soviet, but of early capitalist era, when the market was changing rapidly. The papers are significant and interesting, but the authors do not solve the problem of studying the Soviet market.
It can be assumed in this case that the Soviet market, its functions and mode of existence, its role in society were not static. It underwent a radical change: from "Sukharevka" square of Civil War (Bondarev, 2015) to "kolkhoz markets"
and "flea markets" during era of stagnation. But all these facts, again, do not fill the gap; these facts It is obvious now that this is clearly undervalued and under-studied phenomenon.
Although, of course, the lack of studies is incomparable with the under-studied nature of the Soviet markets. We study the history of the phenomenon, which is naturally associated with the disasters suffered by Russia in the 20 th century (Davydov, 2002; Shcherbakova, 2008) . Much work has been done to study the extent of "shuttle trade", its role and quite complex organization in the national economy and individual regions; the researchers have described the different types of shuttle traders and their motivations and strategies (Iakovlev, Golikova , Kapralova, 2006; Ryzhova, 2005; Ivanov, Komlev, Tolchinskii, 1998; Klimova, 2006; Klimova, 2008; Klimova, Shcherbakova, 2008; Maiorov, 2002) When the restrictive actions of the authorities, the competition of large companies, which created an efficient and competitive import and large wholesale system, gradually replaced the shuttle traders, the markets adapted to this situation, too. As they were initial and final terminals, they also were a part of the changing system, changing themselves as well.
Part of cross-border networks
The In general terms, this system consisted of three major elements. Commodity flows began to form in the "initial terminals", particularly in China and Turkey. They boosted a notable sector in Turkey and China (Kapralova, Karaseva, 2005) . There appear "Russian markets" in Beijing (Guzei, 2014) , Istanbul, specialized cityterminals in China, Manchuria (Fedorova, 2014) , Suifenhe, Heihe (Ryzhov, 2003; Ryzhova, Ioffe, 2009; Zhuravskaia, 2014; Biie, 2014) , the transit markets in Kyrgyzstan as an option (Rakhimov, 2009 ). The functions of the terminals included tracking evolution of demand in Russia, the formation of orders for local manufacturers, wholesale and retail trade, the formation of small wholesale lots, consulting services (in Russian -"pomogaiki"), various services (restaurants, saunas, prostitution).
The second element was shuttle traders, followed by specialized firms, which eventually 
There are several articles on this topic (Van der
Velde, Marcinczak, 2007; Sik, Wallace, 1999; Huwelmeier, 2013) . However, given the scale of the problem and its significance, these articles are not enough, what is more, the problem is studied with a huge delay.
Role in economic and social life
The markets became a site and a testing (Diatlov, 1996) .
No matter what, the specifics of the post-socialist markets lies in the fact that they are an institution of the modern society rather than community.
Therefore, direct analogies are impossible here. Definitely, open-air markets, including ethnically marked ones will not disappear completely. Its niche will stay in the format of "flea markets" (Pachenkov, 2004) , food markets, and to some extent, wholesale and retail markets, We can only hypothesize about their place in global systems. The problem of complex analysis of "ethnic markets" has not been solved, not even of studying these markets as a "thing in itself" (which is also useful and necessary), also of studying these markets as an integral part of the cross-border systems and systems of relations in the city.
In general, it is easier to describe what is available. Due to breakthrough works by V. Radaev (Radaev, 2006; Radaev, 2007) articles about Ussuri market center in Ussuriysk (Trenin, Vitkovskaia, 1999; Gel'bras, 2001 ). In 2005, the first article, which opens a series of works about the "Shanghai" Chinese market, or colloquially "shankhaika" in Irkutsk was published (Diatlov, Kuznetsov, 2005) . (Ryzhova, 2008; Zhuravskaia, 2011; Zhuravskaia, 2012) . A plenty of the most important and incredibly interesting problems are still waiting to be studied. If they would be studied at all.
"The dying breed"…
